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Characteristics of Waste Wind Turbine Blades and Development

Trends of Recycling Technologies
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(Hubei Key Laboratory of Multi-media Pollution Cooperative Control in Yangtze Basin, School of
Environmental Science and Engineering, Huazhong University of
Science and Technology (HUST), Wuhan 430074, China)
Abstract: The rapid growth of renewable energy, particularly wind power, has led to the large-scale
construction and operation of wind farms. By the end of 2024, the global installed wind power capacity
had reached 1 136 GW, with China leading the world by contributing over 520 GW. Consequently, the
number of decommissioned wind turbine blades is rising at an accelerating rate, indicating an
impending surge in waste volume. This impending surge of composite waste has elevated the recycling
and disposal of wind turbine blades from a niche concern to a pressing global environmental challenge.
Wind turbine blades are primarily composed of high-performance composite materials, notably glass
fibers, carbon fibers, polymer resins, and various core materials. These components are engineered for
durability and strength, which also gives them significant resource value. The recovery and reclamation
of these valuable materials are crucial for fostering a circular economy within the renewable energy

sector itself. However, the technologies for separating and recycling these materials pose significant
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challenges and risks of causing secondary pollution. This study systematically analyzes the generation
characteristics of waste wind turbine blades to project future waste volumes; comprehensively compares
existing recycling technologies from technical, economic, and environmental perspectives, based on the
blades’ structural and material properties; and discusses future technological developments.
Furthermore, by reviewing national and provincial policies, this paper elucidates the current policy
landscape and future directions for the recycling sector. Results indicate that, based on a 20 — 25-year
blade service life, global waste blade volumes are projected to surge from approximately 200,000 tons
in 2025 to 2.6 — 6.0 million tons by 2050. China's share is expected to reach 900 000 —1.9 million tons
by 2050. For the glass and carbon fibers in blades, glass fiber recycling primarily utilizes incineration,
co-processing in cement kilns, and mechanical-physical recovery. In contrast, higher-value methods
such as pyrolysis and chemical processing are favored for carbon fiber recycling. In terms of resource
recovery technologies, thermal treatment processes are relatively mature and have achieved industrial
application; however, they offer low economic returns and pose significant challenges in controlling
secondary pollution. Although chemical separation technologies are highly efficient and yield valuable
recovered products, their complex procedures and high operating costs have prevented widespread
industrial adoption. Mechanical-physical methods, typically used as pretreatment steps, are low-cost and
widely implemented in industry. However, they require integration with chemical or thermal processes
to achieve efficient separation and full-scale recovery. Effectively addressing the recycling of discarded

wind turbine blades is crucial for ensuring the long-term sustainability and circularity of the wind power

industry itself, requiring joint efforts from both industry and research sectors.
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Fig. 2 Predicted waste volume of wind turbine blades

worldwide and in China
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Table 1 Pyrolysis recycling technologies for glass fiber

A le leies HR SRR I
SEPENE IR | BEFEN
spe — BT ORI BRI

PR AEPA T

] KR JERF L 1 %R L 1
WA RS A

HRTHLEE 72 LI R 5 R B AR
KEEE, BIEMXCHR

BRAEXERE A, ] REE TS Y [46]

IKIEE
i) K VR RS IR AR Ry IR R Rk U8 & [ E N JEURRAS I EE A1) 75 DA v 5
0~10% Y FEFE 1 320 kg/m’, 7KK L 40.40 PerEsERE K [52]
440 °C, IR T ALFE90 mi HRL.9~57.7 M SEARAMEIE A, Pl 521 A
DI N R OR, Byl v e
AR e HHI1133.6~37.0 MJ/kg ARLRITE (48]
Ly

BRI AR A P B 7 R 50 550 A

500 °C, T A209%F 5 S A

6.32% . 14.88%%178.80%

FEPIRLAR R BRI [55]




Jei, T IR S 5 R AR 50, S I AR R AR T B A
ABGAR, AV AR R A Al o —
FBUARRIRY: | 23 VR A BRE (0 B FE XL F, 22
THRA . B SR E TP R T 2 A,
4 1.75 mm 9 3D $TER4N22 K4 0.1~1.0 mm
Y [l e 27 4, 5 BARER 20% 1) 1R e B R AR
77/ S [ 6 15 N = S (52 RS 7 Y
AT A3, REME A SO Ry e I B0t -, o HL
g AR IR R F IR 5 e 27 4 m] DL P8 A

it 44 558 A A SR AR, L R LA g B DR Ak 25
MUY Bk, MRS 22 T, B i, MUK RIS
FEHRBL A B AR I E 2L T2 T
P AR AN SR, B It A7 A — 5 )
PR AR, R k2 i A B TR, 2
Zoid ZUCUNE], SEO ARG Y RN 2 B | 1
IR, P A MERTERE R S, HAEM TR HERE
TR BT 7= i, P 2R AR A LA 2 1 PR
2GS T BOEET RN B AR

x2 WIBALERYIRER KRR
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Table 3 Chemical recycling technologies for glass fiber
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